
Lesson 16:Write an Argument

Read the passage and answer the questions that follow.

Is the United Nations Still Necessary?
The United Nations’ role in the modern world has been scrutinized again and
again. Some people feel that the organization is ineffectual in dealing with
today’s problems. Others feel the United Nations (UN) is still an important
forum for world peace and social and humanitarian issues. To come to a
decision about the need for the UN, it is important to learn reasons for both
views, as well as to understand the history and purpose of the UN.

The role that the UN came to play in the world was defined at the end of
World War II. At that time, people were tired of the agony of war. They felt
that such a devastating worldwide tragedy must not happen again. These
feelings were similar to those people felt after World War I, when the League
of Nations was formed to “promote international cooperation and to achieve
peace and security.” However, with the onset of World War II, it was obvious
that the League of Nations failed to deliver on its promise.

In 1941, at the beginning of World War II, world leaders Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill met at what became known as the Atlantic
Conference. Both leaders were convinced that another world organization
should be formed to replace the League of Nations. At the end of this
meeting, the leaders released the Atlantic Charter. It advocated global
cooperation to foster democracy, human rights, and economic development;
to establish peace; and to protect the sanctity of territorial borders. After the
war, this document became the cornerstone for the charter of a new world
organization, which Roosevelt named the United Nations. Its charter
empowered the UN to conduct peacekeeping operations.

For over seventy years the UN has been the world forum for conflict
resolution. But today, not everyone agrees that it is still necessary.

Since there have been so many conflicts since the establishment of the UN,
opponents do not feel the UN is a success. They point to these conflicts as a
sign of its failure. Some call for the abolishment of the UN entirely. Besides
the UN’s inability to ensure peace, opponents point out that the United
Nations is powerless to make countries follow international law. Some
powerful countries feel free to act aggressively. Smaller nations with
powerful allies may believe that they, too, can flout international law.

Critics also contend that the UN has become a bloated, ineffective
bureaucracy with a lot of redundancy in responsibilities. For example, the
UN has three different commissions that study the very same issues in
standards for foods: the UN Economic Commission for Europe, the World
Health Organization, and the Food and Agriculture Organization. These UN
commissions also do the same work as the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and the European Food Safety Authority.

In fact, in a recent New York Times article, Jean-Pierre Lehmann, a professor of
international political economy in Lausanne, Switzerland, commented,
“Generally, the UN has been a terrible disappointment compared to the
ideals with which it was established. It serves as a gravy train for a very
bloated employment system, and, yes, there is huge overlap between the
agencies.”

A final reason to abolish the UN is the huge expense to the United States. The
United States contributes money that totals over one-fourth of the UN
budget. In 2009, the United States paid $6 billion. In 2010, the United States
paid almost $7.7 billion. In fact, the United States now pays double the



amount it paid just a decade ago. Opponents of the UN ask, if the UN is a
global organization, why aren’t other countries paying their fair share?

On the other hand, those in favor of the UN want the organization to grow in
importance rather than be abolished. They point to a more global society in
which countries of the world are less isolated now than in the past. Today’s
issues, such as climate change and economic policy, are global concerns.
These concerns need to be aired in a central place where all countries have an
equal voice and can discuss and contribute to solutions.

UN supporters also maintain that the UN’s human rights and global relief
programs have had a tremendously positive impact in the world. UN world
health initiatives have been equally impressive in improving the quality of
life in developing countries. To counter inefficiency and corruption,
supporters advocate reform, such as adjusting the UN management
structure, adding a peacekeeping commission, and allocating additional
resources. They say that more support—not abolishing the UN—is the better
solution.

So, is the United Nations a bloated bureaucratic nightmare or a shining light
of hope? Should the world community end the nightmare or change the
lightbulb? People will continue to debate and choose sides because of the
lofty goals and responsibilities with which the UN is entrusted. Although
people may never totally agree on the UN’s fate, the more people learn about
the United Nations, the stronger their basis will be for an informed opinion.

Answer the following questions.

1

This question has two parts. Answer Part A and then answer Part B.

Part A

Which of the following best states the claim made by the author of this passage?

A. There is definite proof that the UN is necessary for developing countries.

B. The United States could replace the UN because it pays for most of its costs anyway.

C. It is important to learn about the UN in order to form a sensible opinion about its necessity.

D. The United Nations was started because of the chaos in the world that resulted from World War II.

Part B

Which sentence from the passage best supports your response to Part A?

A. In fact, the United States now pays double the amount it paid just a decade ago.

B. The role that the UN came to play in the world was defined at the end of World War II.

C. In 2009, the United States paid $6 billion.

D.
Although people may never totally agree on the UN’s fate, the more people learn about the United
Nations, the stronger their basis will be for an informed opinion.

2

The writer wants to add a sentence to the introduction.

Which sentence best fits the content and style of the introduction and uses a transition?

A. Therefore, don’t believe everything you read about the United Nations.

B. For example, it is important to read all you can about what the UN is doing.

C. Thus, the availability of reliable information is crucial to the future of the UN.

D. However, using the available information may not result in a strong opinion.



3

Complete the outline to show how this passage is organized.

I. Introduction

II. Body

A.

B.

C.

III. Conclusion

4

Which sentences from the passage give reasons why the UN is no longer needed? Choose all that apply.

A. Its charter empowered the UN to conduct peacekeeping operations.

B. The United States contributes money that totals over one-fourth of the UN budget.

C. Smaller nations with powerful allies may believe that they, too, can flout international law.

D.
Critics also contend that the UN has become a bloated, ineffective bureaucracy with a lot of redundancy
in responsibilities.

E.
They point to a more global society in which countries of the world are less isolated now than in the
past.

F.
UN world health initiatives have been equally impressive in improving the quality of life in developing
countries.

5

Read the sentences from the passage.

It is important to learn opinions and the
history of the UN to decide if it is

necessary.
Information about the history and purpose

of the UN

Reasons why the UN is not necessary Reasons why the UN is necessary

More information is needed to make a final
decision about the UN’s necessity



The United States contributes money that totals over one-fourth of the UN budget. In 2009, the
United States paid $6 billion. In 2010, the United States paid almost $7.7 billion. In fact, the
United States now pays double the amount it paid just a decade ago.

Rewrite the sentences so they are more varied and show the relationships between the reasons and evidence.
Answer:

Use both passages from this lesson to answer the question that follows.

Why the United Nations Is Still Necessary
On October 24, 1945, the United Nations (UN) came into existence. Its
creation was spurred on by the trauma and chaos of World War II. The
purpose of the UN is to govern international behavior in order to keep peace
among all nations. Since its inception, the United Nations has played a vital
role in peacekeeping, literacy, humanitarian aid, and human rights. Many
opponents of the UN are blind to the benefits of over sixty years of UN
programs and policies. However, it is absolutely necessary that the UN
remain in existence.

One of the most important roles of the UN is to promote world peace. It is the
UN that has been instrumental in bringing an end to conflicts throughout the
world just since the 1990s. Sometimes peace was achieved through UN
mediation. Other times, third parties brought peace with UN support. Some
places where the UN was able to promote peace are Sierra Leone, Liberia,
and Burundi. Over the history of the United Nations, sixty-nine peacekeeping
and observer missions have restored order. They helped countries once in
conflict to recover. To support the continued peace, the International Atomic
Energy Agency of the UN has agreements with over 170 countries concerning
the safeguarding of nuclear material.

In another role, the UN has been active in more than a hundred countries
promoting democracy. Some countries that have benefited from the
intervention of the UN are Cambodia, El Salvador, and South Africa. By
providing election advice, assistance, and monitoring, the UN has enabled
the people in many countries to participate in free and fair elections.

In addition, the UN has developed strong literacy and health programs
targeted at developing countries. Thanks in part to the UN, 84 percent of
adults in developing countries can read, and 89 percent of the children attend
primary schools. UN programs for girls and women have raised female
literacy to 79 percent globally. Because of health and nutrition programs
implemented by UN agencies, infant death rates in third-world countries
have dropped to 1 in 18. Smallpox has been eradicated from the planet,
thanks to the UN. Polio is another disease that is on the verge of being
eliminated. Because of the UN’s Global Polio Eradication Initiative, almost
five million children who would have been paralyzed by this disease can
walk today.

So, would all these global changes have occurred without a central world
agency such as the UN? Given the often-explosive nature of nationalism, it
does not seem likely. The UN provides a forum for countries of the world. In
this forum they can align their nationalistic goals with those that are in the
best interest of all nations.

Is the United Nations Still Necessary?
The United Nations’ role in the modern world has been scrutinized again and
again. Some people feel that the organization is ineffectual in dealing with
today’s problems. Others feel the United Nations (UN) is still an important



forum for world peace and social and humanitarian issues. To come to a
decision about the need for the UN, it is important to learn reasons for both
views, as well as to understand the history and purpose of the UN.

The role that the UN came to play in the world was defined at the end of
World War II. At that time, people were tired of the agony of war. They felt
that such a devastating worldwide tragedy must not happen again. These
feelings were similar to those people felt after World War I, when the League
of Nations was formed to “promote international cooperation and to achieve
peace and security.” However, with the onset of World War II, it was obvious
that the League of Nations failed to deliver on its promise.

In 1941, at the beginning of World War II, world leaders Franklin D.
Roosevelt and Winston Churchill met at what became known as the Atlantic
Conference. Both leaders were convinced that another world organization
should be formed to replace the League of Nations. At the end of this
meeting, the leaders released the Atlantic Charter. It advocated global
cooperation to foster democracy, human rights, and economic development;
to establish peace; and to protect the sanctity of territorial borders. After the
war, this document became the cornerstone for the charter of a new world
organization, which Roosevelt named the United Nations. Its charter
empowered the UN to conduct peacekeeping operations.

For over seventy years the UN has been the world forum for conflict
resolution. But today, not everyone agrees that it is still necessary.

Since there have been so many conflicts since the establishment of the UN,
opponents do not feel the UN is a success. They point to these conflicts as a
sign of its failure. Some call for the abolishment of the UN entirely. Besides
the UN’s inability to ensure peace, opponents point out that the United
Nations is powerless to make countries follow international law. Some
powerful countries feel free to act aggressively. Smaller nations with
powerful allies may believe that they, too, can flout international law.

Critics also contend that the UN has become a bloated, ineffective
bureaucracy with a lot of redundancy in responsibilities. For example, the
UN has three different commissions that study the very same issues in
standards for foods: the UN Economic Commission for Europe, the World
Health Organization, and the Food and Agriculture Organization. These UN
commissions also do the same work as the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration and the European Food Safety Authority.

In fact, in a recent New York Times article, Jean-Pierre Lehmann, a professor of
international political economy in Lausanne, Switzerland, commented,
“Generally, the UN has been a terrible disappointment compared to the
ideals with which it was established. It serves as a gravy train for a very
bloated employment system, and, yes, there is huge overlap between the
agencies.”

A final reason to abolish the UN is the huge expense to the United States. The
United States contributes money that totals over one-fourth of the UN
budget. In 2009, the United States paid $6 billion. In 2010, the United States
paid almost $7.7 billion. In fact, the United States now pays double the
amount it paid just a decade ago. Opponents of the UN ask, if the UN is a
global organization, why aren’t other countries paying their fair share?

On the other hand, those in favor of the UN want the organization to grow in
importance rather than be abolished. They point to a more global society in
which countries of the world are less isolated now than in the past. Today’s
issues, such as climate change and economic policy, are global concerns.
These concerns need to be aired in a central place where all countries have an
equal voice and can discuss and contribute to solutions.

UN supporters also maintain that the UN’s human rights and global relief
programs have had a tremendously positive impact in the world. UN world
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health initiatives have been equally impressive in improving the quality of
life in developing countries. To counter inefficiency and corruption,
supporters advocate reform, such as adjusting the UN management
structure, adding a peacekeeping commission, and allocating additional
resources. They say that more support—not abolishing the UN—is the better
solution.

So, is the United Nations a bloated bureaucratic nightmare or a shining light
of hope? Should the world community end the nightmare or change the
lightbulb? People will continue to debate and choose sides because of the
lofty goals and responsibilities with which the UN is entrusted. Although
people may never totally agree on the UN’s fate, the more people learn about
the United Nations, the stronger their basis will be for an informed opinion.

6

Imagine that you are part of a congressional committee that is attempting to convince lawmakers to bring up
legislation to end the United States’ membership in the United Nations. Write an argument against the United
States’ involvement in the United Nations based on the passages “Why the United Nations Is Still Necessary”
and “Is the United Nations Still Necessary?” Be sure to consider the claims, reasons, and evidence presented
in both passages. Include your own insights and observations, and provide supporting evidence from both
sources. Be sure to address at least one opposing claim.
Answer:

Standards: ELA.7.C.1.3, ELA.7.EE.1.1, ELA.7.R.2.1, ELA.7.R.2.4

https://eps.schoolspecialty.com/

